
 

 
 
 

Financial Organisations should Plan Ahead to get Top IT Talent, 
says recruiter Highams Group  

 
 

London: 27th September 2007, – Financial organisations are lagging behind the retail and 

distribution sector in planning ahead for IT talent reveals a survey by IT recruiter for the insurance and 

financial services sector, Highams Group. 

 

The independent survey of IT directors and managers of UK companies employing more than 1,000 

staff, showed that almost half of financial services organisations plan their IT recruitment needs on an 

ad hoc basis. Only around a third (30%) planned their IT recruitment needs a year in advance and 

only 15% looked half a year into the future. 

 

Dave Pye, CEO of Highams Group, said: “So many projects in the financial services sector are IT 

driven and are rarely just dropped on an organisation. It’s therefore surprising that so much 

recruitment is carried out on an ad hoc basis especially when the sector is also saying that its 

recruitment needs are largely for permanent rather than short-term interim or contract staff. 

 

“We’re finding that the lack of forward planning is sometimes resulting in financial organisations 

missing out on the best IT candidates.  There are good people out there but it can take up to six 

months to get them on board in permanent roles. Planning ahead will mean that the right people with 

the right skills are available when the organisation needs them.” 

 

Pye added that better planning would be helped by having more IT directors on boards of insurance 

and financial services companies. “Giving an IT director a place in the boardroom means they will be 

well aware of the organisation’s aims and objectives and will therefore be able to better plan projects 

and the talent needed to see these projects through on time and to budget.” 

 

- ends - 

 

About Highams Group 
 
Founded in 1983 and listed on the Alternative Investment Market (AIM) in 1996, Highams provides IT 
staff to the leading players in the financial, banking and insurance industries. A new office in the heart 
of the City of London at 30 St Mary’s Axe (the Gherkin) means Highams is ideally placed to service 



the UK’s biggest financial services district. But its ambitions do not stop there. Chief Executive, Dave 
Pye, is taking Highams into Europe to both source and place highly talented IT professionals. 
 
Highams offers search and selection and campaign management. In addition, it provides executive 
search and outplacement support. Many leading financial organisations have selected Highams as 
their “partner of choice” for their IT recruitment needs because they realise that only a focused 
specialist can deliver the talent and skills they need to drive their business forward.  Highams prides 
itself on its experienced consultants who are highly knowledgeable in recruitment best practice and 
their niche markets. 
 
http://www.highamsrecruitment.com 
 
For more information  
 
Rebecca Dunstan / Caroline Sweeney  
Flagship Consulting Limited 
The Media Centre 
19 Bolsover Street 
London W1W 5NA 
 
Switchboard:  020 7886 8440 
Fax:  020 7886 8460 
rebecca.dunstan@flagshipconsulting.co.uk / caroline.sweeney@flagshipconsulting.co.uk  
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